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Nitrogen-Fertilizer 
Industry North of 
City to Employ 245 


The Terre Haute Chamber of 
Commerce yesterday in a special 
press conference in the Terre 
Haute House announced a $20- 
million nitrogen-fertilizer plant 
will be built north of the city. 

Central Nitrogen, Inc., a com- 
bine of four Indiana-Illinois-Ohio ` 
farm co-operatives or farm sup- L 
ply firms. expects to be in oper- 
ation by the Fall of 1963 with a 
payroll of 245 employes, most 
of whom will be recruited from 
the Terre Haute area. 


+ +. + 
THE NEW PLANT, under varied 
discussion here since 1959, was 
confirmed yesterday at the spe- 
cial press conference. 

The four-building plant will be 
[built on an already purchased 
208-acre plot about four miles 
north of North Terre Haute 
along U. S. 41, close to the Parke 
¿County line. 

Although officers of the new 
corporation were elected yester- 
‘day at O'Hare Inn, Chicago, the 
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‘ect was released here in Terre 
Haute. 


| + + + 
‘THE CONSTRUCTION work of) here. LA 
‘the new facility will be handled; Dale Butts, director of re- 


by three nationally known large search for the Mlinois Farm 
firms who specialize in such Supply Company of Blooming- 
chemical-type structures. ton, Ill, gave these basic. rea- 
Spokesman for the new corpo- Sons for the Terre Haute choice. 
ration said there were three basic | Regarding the gas supply, the 
‘reasons which determined Terre "ew  firm’s formal 
| Haute as the site for the co-oper- | Said, “a contract has been signed 
“ative plant under discussion Which assures the gas require- 
since 1959. ‘ments of the plant will be pro- 

They are, he said: vided.” 

One — Net cost of transpor- ee op 
tation from our (manufacturing) | THE STATEMENT also added 
‘location to our market (Illinois, “completion of the Terre Haute 
Indiana, Ohio). plant will provide a major manu- 

Two — Adequate supply of}facturing arm for the four or- 
| water. ganizations owning the facility.” 
E ot ee In presiding at the special 
[THREE — Natural gas, vitally | press conference, John K. Lamb, 
needed in the operation, alf executive vice president of the 
| though the Federal Power Com-| Terre Haute Chamber of Com- 
‘mission yet must formally agree merce, paid particular credit for 
ito such a commitment by thel helping obtain the new plant here 
Texas Gas Transmission Corpo-|t) William Porter, manager of 
‘ration to the, Terre Haute Gas/ industrial development for Chi-| 
Corporation for such supply. cago & Eastern Illinois Railroad 
i Company. 


(announcement of the new proj- NEW $20-MILLION PLANT HERE—'Twas a bit of a ) es A 
when Chamber of Commerce officials joined with new Central Nitrogen, Inc., officials in 
announcing the new local project. Left to right are Ewing Miller, Robert Ratcliffe, Melvin Leach, 
John K. Lamb, C. G. Franks and Dale Butts, chief spokesman for the new combine to operate 
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ild $20,000,00 
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| BESIDES Illinois Farm Supply, 
the others who formed the new 
corporation earlier are Indiana 
|Farm Bureau Co-operative As- 
sociation, Indianapolis; Farm 
Bureau Co-operative Association, 
Columbus, Ohio, and Central 
Farmers Fertilizer Company of 
Chicago. 

The Central 
statement added: 


Nitrogen, Inc., 


“Present nitrogen requirements 


of farmers in the three-state area 
to be Served are well in excess of 
the proposed capacity of this 
plant and are expected to con- 
tinue to grow in the future.” 
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Emeline Fairbanks Mem. Library 


0 Plant 


by Late 'O 


' ' 1 
|| THE STATEMENT added, “Man- 
agement service covering erection 
and operation of the plant will 
| be provided by Co-operative Farm 
i| Chemicals Association, Lawrence, 
Kan.” 

Major officers of the new 
corporation elected yesterday in 
the Chicago meeting but an- 
nounced here include: 

President—Melvin Sims, Ili- 
nois Farm Supply. 

Vice Presidents—Harold P. 
Jordan, general manager of In- 
diana Farm Bureau Co-oper- 
ative, and Kenneth N. Probasco, 
executive vice president and 
general manager of Farm Bu- 
reau Co-op, Columbus, Ohio. 

Secretary — Paul W. Marrs, 
general counsel, Indiana Farm 
Bureau Co-op. 


Treasurer—T. E. Mulligan, con- 


troller, Illinois Farm Supply. 
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PROGRESS AT CENTRAL NITROGEN—This aerial shot 
shows construction activity at the new $20 million Central 
Nitrogen Inc. plant in Otter Creek Township. At the top of 
the photo is U. S. 41. Temporary offices are in the building 
at the top left. Construction is wider way on the ammonia 
plant, the nitrate plant and the nitric acid plant which make 
up the nitrogen complex that will produce fertilizer and 
fertilizer products for farmers in Indiana, Illinois, Jowa and 
Ohio. Ground was broken in September, 1962 and the entire 
plant will be in operation in September, 1963. 
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By MARIAN PERRY 


Construction at the $20 million Central Nitrogen, Inc., 
plant north of the city is right on schedule and a break in the 
weather will see a real speedup in building activity at the 

| 220-acre site, the resident manager of the new facility told 
f members of the Rotary Club Tuesday. 

Ernest C. Davis, speaking at Rotary’s weekly meeting at the 

F yT- i Terre Haute House, detailed 

the progress at the fertilizer 

products- plant 

[was broken exactly six months 


jago and explained the struc- 


Six CNI personnel are on the 
site or have been employed to 
report next month. The con- 
truction force of the prime 
;contractors, Chemical Construc- 
tion Corp. and Chemical and 


Industrial Co., now is about 1901 
|and as soon as weather condi- 4 


{tions improve will jump to be- 
tween 400 and 500. The entire 
plant is scheduled to be opera- 
tive around Sept. 1. 

‘Permanent personne] at that 
time will number about 200 and 
at peak operating 
should reach 250. Most of these 
will come from the Terre Haute 
areas although some technically 
trained people are being re- 
eruited from the nitrogen in- 
dustry. 


Three separate manufactur-| 


ing or processing plants plus 
all the supporting facilities 
make up the nitrogen complex. 

At the ammonia area. heart 
of the entire operation, con- 
crete bases for equipment are 
in and the double steel-walled 
refrigerated storage tank is 80 
per cent completed. In full 
operation, CNI will produce 350 
tons of ammonia per day. This 


of the nitric acid 


Production 
jplant also will be 350 tons per 


|day. Equipment bases are 
poured and concrete ring walls 


Ifor the two storage tanks are; 


| ready. 
Foundations and bases are 
ready at the nitrate plant 


Continued On Page 13, Col. 6. 


n Schedule: 


since ground] 


capacity) 


|| where 400 tons or 12,000 bags 
of prilled ammonium nitrate 
will be manufactured daily. In 
this area also will be a 600 by 
160 foot warehouse, although 
most of the bagged nitrate goes 
directly from the plant to local 
$ co-ops or to farms. 

Other progress data notes | 
i that: 

Steel and framework are up 
for the maintenance and inven- 
tory warehouse. The sides are 
covered and the roof is partial- 
|ly completed. 

The two miles of track 
served by a spur from the Chi-} 
i| cago and Eastern Illinois Rail-| 
road are over half completed. 

Water Lines Installed. 

The 42inch water lines to 
| carry water to the cooling tow- 
i ters are installed. Over 10 mil- 
i lion gallons of water will be 
3 circulated daily through the 
“| cooling system. 

Carloads and truckloads of 
equipment started arriving 
early in March and will be com- 
ing in for six weeks. Shipments 
last month included 26 cars of 
underground piping and 30 
{truckloads of machinery. 

The 500-foot square effluent 
retention pond on the far north 
| section of the site is dug, has 
yet to be finished and sealed. 

Foundation for the adminis- 
tration building is being exca- 
vated. 

Davis also explained that a 
complete firefighting system of 
underground lines is being in- 
stalled. This will furnish the 
[plant with all fire protection 
required by state and federal 
regulations as well as some 
added features adopted by the 
nitrogen industry. 

Central Nitrogen, incorpo-| 
rated in February, 1962, is un-= 
der joint ownership of four 
farm co-ops, Davis explained. 
These include the Indiana 
Farm Bureau Co-operative As- 
sociation, Ohio Farm Bureau 
Co-operative Association, F. S.- 
{Services, Inc., which covers co- 
lops in Illinois and Iowa and a 
distribution company, 
Farmers Fertilizer Company of 
Chicago. 

The three major owners 
jrepresent a combined member- 
{ship of some 555,000 Farm 
Bureau members in the four 
jmidwest states. The combine 
also represents a feed, plant 
jfood and petroleum volume of 
more than $220 million annual- 
ly. The grain and livestock mar- 
keting services of these organi- 
zations is an additional $190 
million a year. Total number of 
employes in the three com- 
panies is more than 9.000. 

The Terre Haute facility is 
the fifth such nitrogen plant 
to be built in this country by 
co-operatives and the first to 
be located in the midwest. 

Among Rotarians’ special 
guests for the meeting were! 
John Lawrence, plant superin- 
tendent, and Joseph Romano, 
chief engineer, both of Central 
Nitrogen, and J. W. Stuff, con- 
struction superintendent, and 
Thomas Morris, comptroller, 
both of Chemical Construction 
Corp. 
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Dedicates Plant 
Trj ST- lO o -> 


BY SARAH BENCE 
“Co-operation” was stressed 
during the dedication Tuesday 
afternoon of the Central Nit- 
rogen, Inc., plant north of the 
city on United States Highway 
41, and almost could have been 
the theme of the event. 
Although built by farm co- 
operatives, it was stressed that 
the plant could not 
achieved production without 
the co-operation recetved from 
the community, the area and 
the state. All speakers repre- 
senting the plant at the cere- 
mony were high in their praise 
of the co-operation received 
from Terre Haute as a city, 
from its citizens, from its busi- 
nesses and industries and from 
its Chamber of Commerce. 
+ + + 
MORE THAN 1,200 persons 
from the four-state area to be 
served directly by the plant, in- 
cluding Farm Bureau Co-opera- 
tive, railroad, financial institu- 
tion, utility, government and 
other officials, attended. Also 
present were representatives of 
the firms which were in charge 
of construction and firms which 
served in an advisory capacity 
in the opening of the plant. 
The four co-operatives which 
formed Central Nitrogen, Inc., 
are F. S. Services, Bloomington, 
Ul., which since the formation 
of Central Nitrogen, Inc., hasl 
merged with Farmer Bureau 
Company, of Towa; Indiana 
Farm Burau Co-operative As- 
sociation. Inc., 
Landmark Farm Bureau Co- 
operative Association, Inc..; 
Columbus, Ohio, and Central! 
Farmers Fertilizer Company, | 
Chicago. i 
Built at a cost of 


j 
$18 million, 
about 2 to 4 million dollars less 


than anticipated, the 
year after ground was broken 
for the plant, and now is in 


production. 
E S 


IT IS EXPECTED to have all 
“bugs” resolved and to be in 
full production by the first of 


have} 


Indianapolis; ; 


plant || 
began operations last month, af 


plant to make the business of 
farming more profitable,” and 
said “We, therefore, dedicate 
this plant to the service of its 
farmer owners. Through the 
end products of this plant we 
expect to increase the pros- 
perity and happiness of our 
farm families. To the pursuit 
of this objective we pledge our 
effort.” 

He reviewed the changing 


scenes on the site of the past 
few months — the cornfield, 
excavation, construction and! 
completion of a giant chemical} | 
complex — and noted it was 
an industrial drama to both 
impress and awe one. “It is, 
truly, a demonstration of co- 
operation working at its highest 
level,” he said. 

+ + + 
GOVERNOR Matthew Welsh,’ 
who flew from Indianapolis 
in the afternoon to partici- 
pate in the dedication, con- 
gratulated the management on, 
its choice of site and said the 
state regarded the location here 
“as a trust.” It is proof of what 


r P 


we are trying to do, he said, 


to make this area a desirable jngiotihesceremony War iim 


A $ by the Rev. John Chirrona Jr., 
eee for business men and) pastor of the Central Presby- 
ae terian Church, following -the 
Lieutenant Governor Richard | playing of the National Anthem 
O. Ristine spoke as commis-\by the; Indiana State College| 
sioner of agriculture. HejMarching Band. 
stressed that Indiana has what} R. R. Zurbuchen of Law- 
is necessary for economic de- 
velopment and noted that ajCentral Nitrogen, emphasized 
recent survey by Fortune Maga-}the co-operation given the com-| 
zine selects Indiana as the out-!)pany and reviewed the history 
standing state for expansion |of the construction and getting 
in the North Central Region,|into operation. i 
which was selected as the site + + + 
where there will be most expan-/ HE NOTED that 85 per cent! 
sion by the 1,000 corporation) of the 200 or more employes to| 
presidents interviewed. be working when the plant is in 
“Your plant speaks for the dy-jfull production on a 24-hour! 
namic development we can ex-|a day basis will be from the) 
pect for the area,” he said. “andjlocal area. 
can be used as a superb ex-| He also touched on the possi- 
ample. He welcomed the in-|bility of expansion in the not 


(Photo, by- Charles) 


DEDICATORY SPEECH—Meivin Sims, president of Central 
Nitrogen, Inc., and also president of FS Services, Inc., is 
shown delivering the dedicatory speech for the plant north 
of the city. In the background are Governor Matthew 
Welsh, left. and John K. Lamb, executive vice president, 
Terre Haute Chamber of Commerce. i 


The invocation for the open-| THE PRINCIPLE of working coat? 


together also was stressed byf 
Clarence Howell, president of| 
the Indiana Farm Bureau Co- 
operative Association, Inc. De- 
spite being awed by the power! 
and capacity of the plant and” 
its equipment, each understood 
the underlying principle by! 


rence, Kan., general manager of which it was achieved, the prin- 


ciple of working together, hef 
said. $ 

Tours of the plant, starting 
at 9:30 o'clock in the morning 
and continuing until 11:15] 


‘o’clock, opened the dedication. 


Those attending were taken inf 
groups of about 15 through the! 
entire complex. 


A lunch of barbecued chicken > 


and its accompanying viands. 
prepared by members of the 
Vigo County Farm Bureau, was 
served in the ammonium ni- 


dustry to the state.” 

Se on iar 
THE WELCOME for the city 
was extended by Mayor Ralph 
Tucker. 
president of the Terre Haute 


Joseph R. Cloutier,/ 


too distant future with the addi- 
tion of a urea plant at the site 
of the ammonium nitrate plant. 
Urea is a fertilizer made from 
carbon dioxide and ammonia. It 
will be produced, it was ex- 
plained. as soon as the market 


trate warehouse upon comple- 
tion of their tour. The huge 
warehouse also served as the 
auditorium for the dedication. 
| + + + 

THE INDIANA State Band and 


Vora 


PAA 


Chamber of Commerce, ex- 
tended greetings for his organi- 
zation. 

Harold P. Jordan, vice presi- 


demands it. the Sparkettes entertained from 
C. Davis, resident mamio o'clock in the morning until 

l ; ager, expressed appreciation to the Start of the dedication at 

Melvin E. Sims, president of|| dent of Central Nitrogen and|the commnity for the warm 1'15 o'clock. 

Central Nitrogen and also presi-|| general manager of the Indiana reception given the plant and . Among officials of the par- 
dent of F. S. Services, Inc., onel}Farm Bureau Co-operative As-|ÌtS employes. “It is a pleasure ticipating co-operatives all on 
of the four co-operatives which} sociation, Inc., was master of(|'0 live here,” he said. ithe board of Central Nitrogen. 
own the local plant, made thelleeremonies for the dedication.) Davis closed his remarks with] Inc., also on the speakers’ plat- 
dedicatory speech. He quoted|He introduced those on the the hope that the capacity of|form yesterday were: T. E. Mul. 
from the dedication plaque:\speakers’ platform and the|the plant will be doubled within ligan, Central Nitrogen treasur- 
“More than half a million farm- speakers. 24 months. er and controller, F. S. Services 
ers working together through} Among those seated on the| “We should realize here that A 
their co-operatives built thisfplatform was the mayor of Clin- this is so much a part of Amer- 
= — : ton, John W. Goldner; Harry P. ica—this achievement of great! 
“A, AT Brentlinger Jr., president of the'plans through co-operative ef-| 

tr ms Vigo County Board of Commis-|fort,” said Carl H. Stitzlein, 
Apt sioners; J. K. Lamb, executivejpresident of Landmark Farm}: 

vice president of the Terre/Bureau Co-operative Associa- 

Haute Chamber of Commerce;|tion, Inc., in his brief remarks. | 

Anton Hulman, Jr., and offi-/He touched also upon the won- 

cials of the four co-operativesiders of engineering and chem- 

owning the plant. iiy so vividly displayed in the 

plant. 


the year with a prediction that 
| production will be doubled 
within 24 months. 
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i TRAINLOADS oi reċ-f ai RT 
melIne.; C. H. Becker, general}) FIVE N 
manager, F. S. Services, Inc.; ood were used to build thei ; È : BS yi hue 
William Kenneth Miller, treas- | top of the water tower which is! ¿3 bo D À 
Turer, Indiana Farm Bureau Co- served by three pumps circulat- | Ei i nie i on 
M operative Association, Inc., ing 15,000 gallons of water each l A A i À 


1 
Charles L. Blackmore, director, f" per minute. The tower wil pra 
Indiana Farm Bureau Coopera- circulate 40,320,000 gallons per eid: OAS Ae a i 


p tive Association, Inc.; Kenneth f. day. Re 
N. Probasco, Central Nitrogen |] Included in the installation, l 
vice president and executive vice in addition to the ep ii? 2 ree 


nitric acid 
resident and general manager, ammonia, : Rs 
4 : ammonium nitrate plants are: A is “ail ‘i 


Farm Bureau Co- a y 
esi. Associations Inc.;| the administration building, i 
W. H. Shidaker, vice president, gate and change house equipped res a å 


arm with lockers and showers; lab- 
eporcment.s Landay. oratory, electrical substation, x ‘ 


ve Associa- > 1g oA 
eins pera ae p. water well — 26 inch cased, 165 a \\Q Rt a | fin i 
Lundberg, president of Central | ps Nal Biel ad i eee oe) ef ele ae 
\Farmers Fertilizer Company. § oo. tank 150 feet high; gasi i y ANG ‘a Sue un p eu 7 EEN 
The dedication ceremony |!) metering station; Hortonsphere| 


was by invitation only to the!) fop ammonia storage: utilities y w 4 ve LEEI s i me a 4 = z> 


groups which are members of | puilding: aqua ammonia storage; | f Vi Save 

‘the co-operatives supporting |) weigh ae loadin nadie A | AA x am 
the installation. An open house|) pulk storage house Tor am: 
for the community is planned at |Í monium nitrate; sewage disposal! 
a later date, officials said. | plant, and parking areas, inf 
. ~“ addition to the various types off 

Central Nitrogen storage tanks required for ship-! 
ping and processes at the plant.: 

The platinum catalyst cost is 
R $60.000 and a reserve must he 
epresents Vast on hand at all times. i 
m p | 

STAINLESS STEEL and alumi- 


Industrial Outlay num were used throughout the 


plant processes’ construction. 
Central Nithosen “ine, plant Currently, there is a saffron 
north of the city on U.S. High smoke emitting from the nitric 


Ne 


way 41, which was dedicated| 2cid plant which acropnts ifor INDUST RIAL PERSPECTIVE Svat group is shown pass- aw 
yesterday, i |a sma oss in product. e ) 

yesterday, was designed to pen: aat at ohe tone? wici prs ing through part of the ammonia plant where | | 

the entire production away at vides for burning this smoke refrigeration equipment cools ammonia to 28 de- Ha iar 


was defective and is now back 
at the factory for correction. 
When it is installed, this smoke | 


pach Sk. E ay will be eliminated, for all prac- 
EE : i | tical purposes, plant officials 
million less than was esti-| explained 


mated. Equipment used is both 
Its estimated annual produc-|) American and foreign. Some of 
tion is 115,000 tons each off) jt is so new that the patents 
anhydrous ammonia and nitric) have not been issued to date. 
acid, 56,000 tons of nitrogen)) Officials emphasized that all 
solutions and 80,000 tons of| parts of the plant are the most 
ammonium nitrate. A urea!) modern of their kind. 
plant probably will be added) About 750 persons have been 
within a few months. Il utilized in the construction of 
+ + + f the plant, which was done by 
THE PLANT'S intake of raw Chemical Construction Corpora- 
materials would supply the) tion of New York and the ' j - , 
needs of a small city. It con-| Chemical and Industrial Corpor- gn e adia 
sumes 300,000 kilowatts of elec-) ation of Cincinnati. f — 
tricity and 12 to 14 million PT 3 <a T, MU uin 
cubic feet of natural gas every 1 ase tasini ‘ k i 
day. This is enough to supply Os Ol ia 
electricity to a city of morel apet i A 
than 30,000 persons and enough| . 
gas for a city of 50,000. 

Each day some 12,000,000 gal-| 
lons of water are circulated F 
through the lines. m 

Two and a half miles of rail-| 
road track were laid to serve” 
the plant on a spur from the) ~ 
Chicago & Eastern Illinois Rail-| 
Toad. 

The plant has a maintenance | 
building and spare parts ware- 1a] 
house which will require five 


one time would require 3,600 


r 3 grees below zero for storage. 
railroad cars carrying 50 tons 
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storekeepers to operate a sae r m ‘ ELANI 

will carry an inventory of 20,000 2 p $Š : TT HUGE WAREHO - ; : A 

items valued at $1 million to int X b i USE Bagged ammonium nitrate will 
maintain, although local shops e stored in this 600-foot by 160-foot warehouse 

| which was used Tuesda h TAA 

bye i ie oa 4 y as the center for all 

i "a ; a = ieee ars ag dedicatiai activities, including lunch. ; 
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(Photo by Charles) 


DEDICATE NEW PLANT—Harold P. Jordan, vice president of Central Nitrogen, Inc., and general manager of the In- 
diana Farm Bureau Co-operative Association, Inc., is shown at the speaker’s podium, as he served as master of cere- 
monies for the dedication of the Central Nitrogen, Inc., plant north of the city on Tuesday. - 
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STORAGE TANK — Tank cars to be loaded are shown To right of storage tank is Hortonsphere where 


in front of ammonia storage tank with capacity 1,000 tons of liquid anhydrous ammonia are 
of 15,000 tons. Building in front has safety shower stored under pressure at temperatures approxi- 


to prevent employes being burned from ammonia. 
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Anating 32 to 40 degrees. 


PRILLING TOWER — Anhydrous ammonia and nitric acid are brought together 
to farm ammonium nitrate solution which is sprayed into a tower and falls 


down through an air updraft as prilis. P. Daily and W. Simpson gave lec- 
tures on this operation, 
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duced from ammonia and air burned over a plati- © 


NITRIC ACID PLANT — Steam and smoke are seen 
num rhodium catalyst giving nitrogen oxides. 


(all Photos by Charles) 


AMMONIA AREA — Part of the equipment used to produce anhydrous ammonia | 
at the Central Nitrogen, Inc, plant, is shown in background as one of | ie 
touring groups hears lecture on next phase of tour, storage facilities for j 
ammonia and nitric acid, 
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CF Industries 


Indiana Stream Pollution Control 
Board Tuesday approved a proposal 
submitted by CF Industries Inc. to 
study the nitraf€ problem in northern 
Vigo County which had resulted in 
potentially harmful water for more 
than 20 families. 

The study considered Tuesday was 
the next step in a consent order 
agreed to by the northern Vigo Coun- 
ty fertilizer industry last July. 

In the consent order, it was noted 
that CF Industries was acting volun- 
tarily and its actions should not be 
construed as an admission of guilt. 
James Traylor, a state water pollu- 
tion official, has said the industry 
probably will spend more than 
$500,000 in efforts to identify and 
eliminate the problem. 

The seven-point plan sets up a two- 
year time table for identifying the 
nitrate problem and conducting a 
thorough hydrology study. Part of the 
study will be a consideration of the 
feasibility of purging the con- 
taminated ground water from the 
area. 

Meanwhile, construction is com- 
pleted on a main water line to homes 
of families that had nitrate levels 
above ‘‘safe’’ levels. CF Industries 
picked up the tab for that endeavor. 
Included in the project is to be con- 
struction of hook-ups to individual 
homes. A Terre Haute Water Works 
Corp. official said tests on the com- 
pleted water line should be completed 
soon. Then, work could be begin on 
hooking up homes to the main line. 

To thoroughly identify the nitrate 
problem CF’s plan calls for construc- 
tion of a network of wells that will be 


roposa 


monitored monthly. 

The plan was designed by 
Woodward-Clyde Consultants, 
Denver, a firm said to be experienced 
in hydrology studies. 

The state board of health became 
involved in the nitrate problem after 
being informed by a former local 
sanitarian in late 1977. County health 
officials did not feel any problem 
existed, but state officials pursued 
the matter by conducting a series of 
tests on residential wells. 

After several samples were taken 
it was found that many wells con- 
tained nitrate levels more than three 
times more than considered 
“gafe’’and one well had a concentra- 
tion 10 times more than the ‘‘safe”’ 
level. 

Because CF Industries uses 
nitrogen in its production of fertilizer 
and the high concentrations were 
occurring near the plant, state of- 
ficials felt the problem’s source could 
be the industry itself. 

However, no evidence was found 
linking the industry with the problem. 
Other possibilities that have been 
mentioned include excessive fertiliz- 
ing by farmers or gardeners in the 
area, inefficient septic tanks, feed 
lots or other industries. 

The approved plan also that if the 
study finds that the industry is a 
source of the problem, that discovery 
“will be studied by a plant engineer to 
determine cost effective methods of 
abating or eliminating methods of 
abating or eliminating the contribu- 
tion of the source. Abatement actions 
will be designed to limit discharge of 
nitrogen compounds.” 
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By Dick Robinson Ts AUG 1 4 1987 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


CF Industries at U.S. 41 North will cease 
manufacturing operations and will become a 
terminal for liquid fertilizer and a warehouse 
for CF’s Distribution Facilities Division, com- 
pany spokesman Dan VanTassel said Thursday. 

Indefinite layoff notices have been issued to 
30 employees at the nitrogen plant, bringing the 
tora number of employees remaining to about 


The layoff was the second at the Terre Haute 
plant since May, when CF laid off 23 workers, 
VanTassel said. Tne Terre Haute workforce 
numbered 115 in July 1986, when CF began a 
series of layoffs. 


The 30 workers who remain have six months 
to gradually reduce production and mothball 
the operation. 

“There’s nothing new in the layoffs and 
shutdown,” VanTassel said. “It’s something that 
has gone on for two or three years.” 


Industries stops manufacturing 
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Surplus production capacity, decreased de- 
mand for fertilizers and unfair foreign competi- 
tion were cited as reasons for CF’s decision, he 
said. 

The depressed farm economy and the dump- 
ing of fertilizer materials in the United States 
by East Germany, Rumania, the Soviet Union 
and other nations with government-controlled 
economies hurt domestic manufacturers, Van- 
Tassel said. 


Fertlizer production, although down in 1987, 
is expected to exceed consumption because 
there are more imports than exports. VanTassel 
said the trade balance slipped as other 
countries dumped materials here at less than 
fair value, damaging domestic nitrogen 
producers. 


The federal Acreage Reduction Program and 
Paid Land Diversion — designed to reduce feed 
grain production, especially corn — dictates 
another decline in fertlizer consumption. 

Despite reports the farm economy could be 
improving, CF Vice President John Sultenfuss 
said in a prepared statement that prospects of 
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a partial restart in Terre Haute are uncertain 
because a significant turnaround in fertilizer 
demand would be difficult to predict. 2 

Unfair competition is another matter for CF 
and the laid off workers. 


CF and other manufacturers won their 
combined legal action on the unfair competition 
issue, Van Tassel said. He didn’t have the 
details, but was certain the agreement would’ 
prevent subsidized materials from being 
dumped in the United States. r, 


Unfair competition could make laid off CF 
employees eligible for aid under the Trade 
Adjustment Assistance Act, VanTassel said. 

Patrick Dugger, a CF employee and local 
president for the Oil, Chemical and Atomic 
Workers, contacted the U.S. Department of 
Labor seeking information on assistance, 
because the jobs were lost due to foreign 
competition. - 

VanTassel was contacted by the department 
‘to verify that the jobs were lost “in part” for that 
reason. — i 

Dugger could not be reached for comment. 
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production is ended in coming 
months and the company becomes 
solely a _ fertilizer-distribution 
point. 

Once production ceases, the 
workforce would be cut to about 30 
workers, who would maintain the 
facilities at the plant site north of 
Terre Haute. 

Company spokesman Dan Van- 
Tassel could not say exactly how 
long production would continue. 
The company is still processing 
fertilizer products by converting 
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fertilizer. 

Some 115 workers had been 
working at CF in July 1986 when 
a series of layoffs began. The layoff 
was attributed to the depressed 
farm economy and the dumping of 
fertilizer materials into the United 
States by Eastern-bloc nations. 

The U.S. Department of Labor 
determined that unfair trade com- 
petition contributed to the layoff 
and, last year, approved CF 
employees’ request for job-training 
assistance under the Trade Adjust- 


oy 


ment Assistance Act. 

Several CF workers have re- 
quested and obtained the as- 
sistance, said Bob Templeton, 
employment specialist for the local 
Indiana Department of Employ- 
ment and Training Services. 

The assistance pays up to 52 
weeks of additional unemployment 
compensation for people engaged in 
job training as part of the Trade 
Readjustment Allowance program: 
The Trade Adjustment Allowance 
program also pays for textbooks 
and tuition for qualified recipients. 
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